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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Welcome back! Yes, we are BACK. All thanks due to you! And 
we have good news: in the final days of June, we witnessed a 
record response to our Annual Appeal, bringing our fiscal year 
total to over $140,000, the highest in recent history. Particularly 
encouraging was the increase in participation: over 344 people 
responded, including 249 returning donors and 96 first-time 
donors, resulting in 45 more donors than we had last year – an 
increase of 15%! Furthermore, we are blessed to have a governing 
board truly committed to supporting the values and direction of 
the organization: Annual Appeal giving by our board members 
increased by 51.4%. Bottom line? Black!!

But I am reminded that there is another bottom line, one not 
measured by numerical gains or losses, but by the passion and 
participation of people. As a member-supported library, our 
survival depends upon the investment of an engaged community, 
and I believe the resources most dear to us are human. I know 
this because I have the wonderful privilege to work with a 
very talented staff, a dedicated board, and an amazing array of 
volunteers, members, and donors. And that is why, as we enter 
the second year of our Strategic Plan, I am excited about the 
thoughtful plans we have put in place.

Last fall’s launch of our Strategic Plan signified a tangible shift 
away from short-term, year-to-year survival to a long-term 
perspective. It reaffirmed our commitment to our mission and set 
the stage for the change and investment that would be essential 
to accomplishing our goals. The Strategic Plan’s five targeted 
areas of focus - Experience, Access, Collaboration, Ambiance, and 
Stewardship - will determine our actions over the next five years. 

The first strategic decision addresses the targets of Experience, 
Access, and Collaboration. Over the past six years I have 
watched Christina Bevilacqua’s intellectual creativity establish 
the high standard of programming that has not only branded 
the Athenaeum within the cultural community but translated 
into increased membership and annual giving. Her energy and 
dedication in fulfilling the responsibilities of member services, 
programs, and development have been exemplary.

Christina has played a visionary role in the organization and 
has set the gold standard with her work in the community.  For 
both the Athenaeum and Christina it is now time that she turn 
over certain membership and development responsibilities in 
order to focus on defining and strengthening the Athenaeum’s 
role in the community. As Director of Programs and Public 
Engagement she will work to better articulate the library’s 
identity, increase its visibility, and broaden its involvement 

within the greater community. This intensified effort to 
develop audience, coupled with increased public access to 
our programs, promises to enhance our community profile, 
attract new members and supporters, and provide potential 
new funding opportunities. 

As a result of this evolution, and 
recognizing that the strategic focus 
of Stewardship is essential to the 
future of the organization, in June 
the Board unanimously voted to fill 
the membership and development 
position this year. I am delighted to 
announce that in July Danielle Kemsley 
joined our staff as the new Director of 
Member Services and Development. 
Happily, 	 Danielle 	was already a long-

time friend of the Athenaeum. I have known her for over five 
years, as a member, volunteer, board member, and now as a staff 
member and colleague. Danielle brings a set of professional 
skills that are keenly needed as well as a genuine, demonstrated 
love for the Athenaeum. We are very lucky to have her. Read more 
about her later in this issue, and be sure to introduce yourself soon!

I am confident the combination of Christina and Danielle, 
coupled with the incredible talents of our management team 
members Kate, Ken, Mary Anne, Lindsay, Mary, and Carol, 
and with the support of staff members Betsy, Sandy, Tina, 
Kathleen, Nancy, Renee, Amy, Miranda, R.J., Allen, Stephen, 
and Smokey, will inspire and inform what it means to be part 
of the Athenaeum experience, one that is simultaneously 
personal and profoundly compelling. Intellectual curiosity 
meets civic engagement meets the creative mind meets 
innovation meets an endless array of fodder and foment…
where else but at the Athenaeum? 

In the introduction to his book, American Libraries as Agencies 
of Culture, Tom Augst posits that “What a library is depends 
on what it does…”  As I ponder the Athenaeum’s potential, I 
read in Tom’s assertion a call to action, and an inspiring one 
indeed, as we now act to increase awareness of and access 
to our collections and programs. I am very excited about the 
year ahead and look forward to seeing you at the library. Take 
a look at our upcoming programs for all ages and be sure 
to act: announce, acquaint, exalt, impart, inform, and invite, 
invite, invite! Our future begins with you.

Danielle Kemsley  		



How did you come to leave your native England for the US 
and RI? In a word, love! I met my now-husband in 2001 during 
my year-long internship in General Management at Trinity Rep. 
And he is also British! So, I came halfway around the world to 
meet the British man of my dreams in Pawtucket, of all places. 

Can you tell us about your career before you came to the 
Athenaeum? In the UK I’d worked in various positions for the 
Warwick Arts Centre, the BBC, and the British Film Institute. 
When I moved to RI in 2004 I was thrilled to be re-employed by 
Trinity Rep, where I worked closely with great leaders whom I 
truly admired, and learned so much about how theaters and 
non-profits are run. Curt Columbus and Rich Jaffe, among other 
managers, eventually suggested that I would be a good fit for the 
Development Department. Once they convinced me that I could 
be myself, share my love of Trinity with others, and give them the 
chance to deepen their involvement there and directly support 
something that had had such a profound impact on the lives of so 
many, I accepted their offer and haven’t looked back since!

Have you always been a library lover and reader? My great 
loves as a child were reading, dancing, and acting. While my 
love of performing has waned, I remain an avid reader and 
library user. I got my Bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Warwick, specializing in the works of Shakespeare, Thomas 
Hardy, and 19th century English literature.

How did you first encounter the Athenaeum and then become 
more involved? I got to know Christina Bevilacqua when she 
set up Curt Columbus’s Salon on Chekhov in 2006, and my 
friend Aimee LeBrun, an enthusiastic Athenaeum member, 
invited me to join her and her husband at Salons. I fell in love 
at once, and could not believe that it had taken me over two 
years of living here to discover it! Of all the libraries I’d known, 
this was easily the most beautiful and special.

When I love something, I want to share it, so began bringing 
friends to Salons, and expressing my enthusiasm to the staff, 
Christina and Alison in particular - who soon invited me to 
join the Membership Committee. I soon became a donor, a 
significant step for me, as it was the first RI organization that 
I had chosen to support. As a book lover, I had discovered 
the library of my dreams. From the beautiful building, to the 
impressive collections, to the wonderful staff who would greet 
me warmly and go out of their way to help me, to the special 
ambiance I always appreciated when I was here, I felt at home 
in the building and it became my chosen “third place.” The 
Salons introduced me to the leaders of so many organizations 
across the state, and after hearing them speak so passionately 
about their work, I would prioritize their organizations over 
others - joining mailing lists, purchasing tickets, and becoming 
a member amongst other things. Yet as I spun off in these 
myriad interesting directions, I never forgot that it was the 
Athenaeum that had provided me with these opportunities. I 
made strong new friendships here, encountering a delightfully 
disproportionate number of fellow British ex-pats, and 
also enjoying the intergenerational exchange unique to the 

Athenaeum. I appreciated the regular opportunity to gather 
in person in a cozy room for meaningful conversations about 
the past, present, and future – a rare occasion in our increasingly 
isolated, technology-driven society. In England we generally 
choose only three subjects to study from age 16-18, then one 
subject for our degree, and no compulsory additional subjects; 
thus I’d studied only European languages and literature since 
my mid-teens, so I appreciated the Athenaeum’s commitment 
to lifelong learning, and the chance to learn more, particularly 
about the humanities and American history. I loved that the 
Athenaeum was a haven of tranquility by day and hub of activity 
by night, satisfying both sides of my personality. And finally, 
people sometimes give to people, not just organizations and 
causes, and I also gave in recognition of Christina and Alison, 
who had provided me the opportunity to involve myself so fully 
in the organization, and whose passion and hard work had so 
impressed me. In sum, the Athenaeum had added so much to 
my life that it felt natural and necessary for me to give back. 

After that I started to offer development ideas to Christina 
and Alison, and was surprised and honored when they 
asked me to join the Board. I am now thrilled to join the staff. 
This is my dream, to work in a field to which I have had a 
lifelong connection; for an organization I care passionately 
about; alongside talented, committed colleagues, and loyal, 
enthusiastic members and donors; in a role where I help to 
support and sustain the organization and its vital mission. Can 
you by chance tell how lucky I feel right now? 

What are some of your plans for the coming year? My 
immediate priority is to meet as many of our members and 
donors as possible and hear about their Athenaeum experiences.  
I could learn so much from their anecdotes and memories that 
would really inform my work. I will be reaching out to as many 
people as I can, and encourage anyone reading this to contact 
me directly right now to share your feedback. Please never feel 
that you are bothering me – I truly love to connect with our 
members, and look forward to meeting every one of you! 

When you’re NOT at work, what do you like to do? Most of my 
free time is spent with my husband and our spirited 18-month-
old son, Jack, who loves nothing more than books, and who 
has given me a whole new appreciation for the Athenaeum’s 
Children’s Library, and for the wonderful Lindsay Shaw. I 
intend to help many more parents discover its delights! I am 
also a great lover of the arts. I subscribe to Trinity Rep and plan 
to attend many area plays, concerts, exhibitions, and talks this 
year. Members and donors will likely bump into me all around 
town, not just at the Athenaeum!

To welcome Danielle, tell her what you love about the 
Athenaeum, make a gift to the Annual Appeal, arrange a 
time to meet, or anything else, contact her at 421-6970 x15 or 
dkemsley@providenceathenaeum.org. Or ask one of the Circ 
Desk staff to call her while you’re in the library so that she can 
come upstairs and speak with you!

MEET DANIELLE KEMSLEY, OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF MEMBER SERVICES AND DEVELOPMENT!



A NEW BENEFIT OF MEMBERSHIP!
The Athenaeum has teamed up with AS220 to inspire new, 
intergenerational possibilities in arts and culture in Providence 
with an exciting reciprocal membership program.  Everyone 
who joins the Athenaeum at the Individual and Household 
member levels also receives a one-year membership to 
AS220, a multi-faceted community arts organization in 
downtown Providence. And everyone who joins AS220 at the 
SuperMembership level receives a six-month Introductory 
membership to the Athenaeum. If you are already an 
Athenaeum member, contact Danielle Kemsley, our new 
Director of Member Services and Development at 421-6970, 
x15, dkemsley@providenceathenaeum.org, to activate your 
AS220 membership benefits today.

AS220 was founded in 1985 by Artistic Director Umberto 
Crenca with the conviction that freedom of expression is crucial 
for the development of strong communities. Twenty-five years 
later, AS220 owns and occupies three multi-use buildings 
in downtown Providence, housing two galleries, a youth art 
program, a community print shop, a photo lab, technology 
labs, 50 artist live/work spaces, and many commercial 
spaces, including a bar and restaurant. With an unwavering 
commitment to equitable space development and community 
engagement, AS220’s model has successfully combined 
historic restoration with unjuried, uncensored art programs, 
studios, and youth education – drawing national recognition.

Both AS220 and the Athenaeum have created spaces where 
people can pursue creative interests, educate themselves, 
meet new people, and become engaged in the community 
around them. The reciprocal membership gives supporters of 
both organizations access to new benefits and an invitation 
to explore new possibilities. In this spirit, AS220 is offering 
a special 15% discount just for Athenaeum members on all 
class, lab, and studio fees, including those for the newly 
expanded AS220Printshop, plus photography classes and 
labs. The discount is also good for all online purchases of art 
and merchandise. Visit .as220.org to explore their schedule 
of classes and upcoming events, and then head to a concert, 
an opening, a reading, a class, a meal – there is something 
at AS220 for everyone. For more information about AS220 
offerings, including how to get your discount and how to 
sign up for classes, contact Shura Baryshnikov, 831-9327 
or shura@as220.org. Shura can also sign you up for the next 
tour of the Cottage Industries, led by AS220 Founder and 
Artistic Director Bert Crenca – there is nothing like a behind-
the-scenes tour with Bert to ignite your creative ambition! 
Learn a new skill this season, discover a new artist, meet new 
friends – reinvent your cultural self by taking advantage of 
your reciprocal membership benefits today!

NEW! FIRST ANNUAL FINANCIAL MEETING – 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 3PM
Several years ago we changed our fiscal year from the calendar 
year to a July-June schedule, which made more sense from 
an operations perspective, but which had an unintended 
consequence. Our Annual Report had always been distributed 
at our Annual Meeting in March – which was fine when our 
fiscal year began in January, but with our fiscal year now 
beginning in July, our Annual Report numbers were very old 
indeed by our March Annual Meeting. 

To address this issue, we have added a special Financial 
Meeting to the Fall Calendar, where we will distribute an 
up-to-date Annual Report on the fiscal year ending June 30th 
along with audited financials.  

In keeping with our bylaws, the Annual Meeting in March 
will still be the occasion for electing new board members and 
officers, and reporting on the first six months of the current 
fiscal year. We hope this change will provide you with a more 
timely and accurate picture of our financial status at key 
points in the year.  

Please join us for the first Annual Financial Meeting on 
Sunday, October 16th at 3pm at the Athenaeum. The meeting 
will include refreshments, a brief financial presentation, and a 
talk by RI College Political Science Professor Francis Leazes:

“A Rhode Islander’s Road to the Alamo” When the guns 
fell silent on March 6, 1836, Providence native Albert Martin, 
28, lay dead alongside David Crocket inside the Alamo. 
Why had this young accountant traded his bustling, rising 
economic powerhouse hometown for opportunity-filled, 
but dangerously tense Texas, where military conflict was in 
the air? Once prominent enough to share civic and business 
concerns with other merchant and community luminaries, the 
Martins had fallen behind by 1832, when Providence became 
a city. Father and sons left for Texas. What were the economic, 
political, and social challenges that a middle class merchant 
family faced in Providence at that time? In the civic pact, how 
much should a citizen invest in the community, and what 
return should he expect? Is the Martins’ story a cautionary 
tale of ambition, risk-taking, failure, or just bad luck? What 
lessons can be learned from these middle class lives and how 
are they useful today? Join us for a lively discussion! 

Please contact Alison Maxell, Executive Director, with any 
questions about the meeting. 

BOOK GROUPS, ANYONE?	
We are looking into the possibility of adding a book group or 
two to our lineup. If you have an idea for a book group, please 
contact Christina Bevilacqua and let her know your preferences 
for subject matter and time of day (note that all book groups 
must take place within regular Athenaeum hours). We will 
analyze the responses for similar themes and mull the most 
promising possibilities. Stay tuned! christinabevilacqua@
providenceathenaeum.org, 421-6970 x28.



NEWS FROM SPECIAL COLLECTIONS... Kate Wodehouse, Collections Librarian
Exhibitions in the Philbrick Rare Book Room:
9/19 – 12/31/11 – “Hark!  The White 
Whale!” Moby-Dick Illustrated. 
Our Moby-Dick program series 
continues this fall with an exhibition 
exploring illustrated editions of Moby- 
Dick, including the 1930 edition by 
Rockwell Kent, along with adapta-
tions from popular culture, including 
Moby-Dick in comics. We are also 
fortunate to have the loan of several 
foreign language editions of the book 
from the gracious Moby-Dick collector 
W. O. Pettit III; learn more about his 
fascinating collection at his blog, 
themobydickcollection.blogspot.com. 
The Moby-Dick program series continues as well; please see the calendar cards or website for program details.

10/1 – 11/13/11 – Poetry on the Page. An exhibition illustrating the visual art of poetry on paper and exploring the collaboration between 
poets, artists, and printers. On display will be examples of works by poets such as e.e. cummings and T.S. Eliot, as well as RI poets 
Charles Philbrick and Forrest Gander. A highlight of the exhibit will be locally produced letterpress chapbooks. This exhibit is 
presented in collaboration with the RI Center for the Book’s program of the same name honoring the work of Forrest Gander 
Friday, 9/30, 7pm, at the Fleet Library at RISD. Gander was recently awarded the Library of Congress Witter Bynner Fellowship.

Athenaeum Collections on View in the Community:
9/22/11 – 3/1/12 – Creative Survival: African-American Foodways in Rhode Island, at the Johnson & Wales Culinary Arts 
Museum. An exhibition on African-American cooking in RI, curated by Robb Dimmick and Ray Rickman, with funding from 
the RI Council for the Humanities.
11/8 – 12/30/11 – The Art of Roger Williams, at the John Hay Library, Brown University. An exhibit of art, images, documents, 
and more, celebrating the founder of RI, Roger Williams, on the 375th anniversary of Providence.
11/5 – 11/20/11 –  Louisa May Alcott:  The Woman Behind Little Women, at the Barrington Public Library (BPL). An exhibition 
from the Athenaeum collections presented in collaboration with the Providence Public Library for a series of readings, lectures, 
and programs exploring Alcott’s life. Living Literature, a partner in the series, will perform Louisa May Alcott’s Autobiographical 
Sketches on Sunday, 11/13, 2pm, at the BPL. This series is funded through a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

For further information about any of the above exhibitions 
or events please contact Kate Wodehouse at kwodehouse@
providenceatheaneum.org.

From the Reference Desk... 
Carol Tatian, Reference Librarian

Most of you know that we will happily order books that you 
recommend for our collection, and I would also like to invite 
you to recommend any reference book you think we should 
have. Or, if you want us to order in a subject area but don't 
have a specific book in mind, please let me know about that 
as well. I'm hoping to do a small survey of the membership 
during this fiscal year to hear from you about our reference 
service – to see if we are currently meeting your needs – and 
to get any suggestions you may have about what we can do 
in the future to meet your needs. To paraphrase the Chinese 
proverb, we live in interesting times – for us, a time when the 
library environment is constantly and quickly changing. It's 
essential that we hear from you as we plan ahead!

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO A CLASSIC AMONG CLASSICISTS!

On June 4, 2011, Alan Boegehold, Brown 
University Professor Emeritus of Classics 
and long-time Athenaeum member and 
supporter, was honored with the Aristea 
Award at the American School of Classical 
Studies at Athens, the preeminent 
center for the study of the Greek World 
from antiquity to the present day. We – 
along with Athena - send our heartiest 
congratulations to Alan!

APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE! Please join us in thanking our very generous fall program sponsors and supporters, including 
Campus Fine Wines; Dr. Joseph A. Chazan; Elad, Inc.; Fontaine, DeCarvalho & Bell, LLP - Attorney Kas DeCarvalho; KITE Architects; 
Allen Kurzweil and Françoise Dussart; M&S Rare Books; The Peck Building, LLC; W. O. Pettit III; RI Council for the Humanities; 
risdworks; Jillian Siqueland of Residential Properties; Michael, Anne, and Amelia Spalter; Sally Strachan; Studio Hop; The Susan 
Jaffe Tane Foundation; Variable Data Printing; Vintage Pens; and Yankee Travel. Thanks also to our presenting partners, Celebrate 
Providence 375 Years; Community MusicWorks; the John Russell Bartlett Society; Providence Preservation Society; RI ACLU; RI Center 
for the Book; and Roger Williams National Memorial.



FALL FORECAST: PLENTY OF PROGRAMS!
Shake the summer sand from your ears, the better to hear 
all the clever conversations we will be hosting this season, 
including two new series: Making Through the Ages, created 
by guest sallonier Kipp Bradford, technology consultant 
and entrepreneur, on the innovation revolution in RI; and 
Curating the City, guest sallonier Providence Preservation 
Society Executive Director James Hall’s look at strategies for 
evaluating, sustaining, and enhancing cities in the 21st century. 

Award-winning writers Tony Horwitz and Arnold Weinstein 
will each join us in November to read from their terrific new 
books.

As the Proust Reading Group enters its third and final year of 
reading Remembrance of Things Past, our annual  Proustfest will 
feature writer Damion Searls on his new English translation 
of On Reading, Proust’s preface to his own French translation 
of John Ruskin’s Sesame and Lilies; and Boston Globe classical 
music critic Jeremy Eichler on the essential role of music in 
Proust’s novel and his life.

And in that same key, the Community MusicWorks Players, 
including members of the Providence String Quartet, will pre-
sent two musical programs of performance and conversation, 
see our website or calendar cards for details – and buy your 
tickets early! 

We are also thrilled to be one of the Roger Williams National 
Memorial’s community partners for Inspired Providence, a free 
lecture series exploring events, individuals, and beliefs that 
have inspired Providence from Roger Williams and the “lively 
experiment” in 1636 to the rise of a “creative capital.” A full list 
of the lectures is here: nps.gov/rowi.

Finally, like Ahab, we are still pursuing the white whale! Join 
us for seven more Moby-Dick-inspired programs, including 
talks by distinguished writers Andrew Delbanco, Nathaniel 
Philbrick, and D. Graham Burnett; a walking tour of Melville’s 
New Bedford specially created for our series; artworks in-
fused with the stories and imagery of whales and whaling; 
and considerations of the spoken and unspoken relationships 
of race and culture in the history of the whaling world. And 
celebrate the white whale with us one last time at the 16th 
Annual Moby-Dick Marathon at the New Bedford Whaling 
Museum, starting Saturday, January 7th at noon and ending 
25 hours later on Sunday, January 8th at 1pm. To the mast!

MISSION-DRIVEN
The Athenaeum’s 1836 founding was in part a response to 
the turbulence and instability that resulted from Providence’s 
rapid growth of industry and population in the decades of 
the 1820s and ‘30s. In a city where people were increasingly 
divided by wealth and class, the promise of equal access to 
intellectual development and education (even if self-education) 
was an acknowledgement that aspiration is good for not only 
the individual, but for the polity made up of those individuals. 
This self-conscious notion of polity was still rather new when 
the Athenaeum was being dreamed up; Providence had only 
been incorporated as a city in 1832. 

The early leaders of the library stressed the importance of its 
public mission in formal and informal ways, from declaring at 
the opening that it was up to “philanthropists and citizens” to 
“provide the means for the universal diffusion of knowledge,” 
for “our entire population,” and “the whole community,” to 
the custom of non-members borrowing books using the shares 
of their friends. In short, the Athenaeum was founded by those 
who believed that such an institution enriched not only their 
own individual lives, but the lives of others around them – and 
that when other individuals’ lives were enriched and improved, 
so was the life of the city itself. Put another way: in creating the 
Athenaeum, its founders acted not as mere individuals, but as 
citizens.

While Providence has changed in many ways since its founding, 
in other ways we recognize that city and its concerns as our 
own. In these turbulent and uncertain times it is essential to the 
life of both the community and the Athenaeum that we embrace 
anew its original public mission and open its doors completely 
to all of the interested and curious citizens of Providence. 

Starting this fall, all programs and Salons will be open to the 
public, and free (with the exception of ticketed performances). 
We will now be able to market our entire calendar to everyone 
in the city; bring together more diverse audiences for lively 
conversations; draw new fans and thus potential members and 
donors; and make ourselves eligible for funding from private 
and public sources that have in the past declined to support us 
due to the perception that we served only our members. While 
book-borrowing will still be available only to members, the 
public will as always be welcome to come into the library and 
read any book or periodical while here.

Over the last six years we have seen the enthusiastic response 
of our members new and old to the Athenaeum’s increasingly 
public role. Our members now become even more important, 
as stewards of a unique cultural asset that enhances the life of 
the entire community. Investment in the Athenaeum, then, is 
an investment in all of Providence and its surroundings. Thank 
you for your continued support and encouragement as we 
renew our original and still vital mission and re-engage fully 
with the city of which we have so long been a part.

“It is... the design of the proprietors... that there shall be no occupation, 
whether professional or industrial, which shall not here find the means 
both of instruction and relaxation. They mean here to open a fountain 
of living water, at which the intellectual thirst of this whole community 
may be slaked.” Francis Wayland, from “A discourse, delivered at the 
opening of the Providence Athenaeum, July 11, 1838”
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 THE OWLET 
News from 

The Children’s Library 
AUTUMN 2011

The lovely and super summery summer is gradually passing 
and we have had such a wonderful time! There were stories 
and singing at the Brown Street Park, sing-along time in the cool 
spaces of the Children’s Library, and the best, liveliest Camp Theo 
ever, with the talented educator Mei Mei Hu, who energized 
early summer in the library with her classes in Chinese language, 
song, and movement! 

We are jumping for joy! Nancy Whitcomb will be returning 
to brighten your Saturdays in the Children’s Library on October 
1st! Along with Miss Renee, Nancy will occasionally be adding 
her talents to the Saturday Bear Cubs Story Hour, as well as her 
signature art and craft programs. Welcome back, Nancy! 

There will be many programs and events to come, so be sure 
to keep an eye on your inbox for the latest additions to our 
calendar!! For dates and times of all children’s programs 
visit our website providenceathenaeum.org or for more 
details call Lindsay at 421-6970 and sign-up for our e-mail 
newsletter The Owlet.

New and Exciting! THE FILM CLUB: The Providence 
Children’s Film Festival and the Providence Athenaeum 
present a new club designed for the young film aficionados 
in your family. These monthly film viewings and workshops 
are designed not only to entertain but to improve your child’s 
understanding of the many aspects of film making; the club 
will also teach your child how to use critical thinking in 
understanding the media they face each day. At our first 
meeting we will discuss the book The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
by Brian Selznick and view a selection of Georges Méliès films 
and other silent masterpieces. Ages 10 – 14, $3 refreshment fee 
per meeting. The first meeting of the FILM CLUB will be on 
Sunday, 9/25 at 2PM. To get additional dates and/or join the 
club, please call Lindsay at 421-6970 by 9/23.

STORY HOURS
Tuesday and Thursday morning at 10:30AM: Chipmunks 
Songs, clapping games, and books for infants and toddlers.
Drop-in, no RSVP needed.

NEW! Wednesday afternoons at 4PM (beginning 9/28): 
Owlets A Toddler and Pre-school Story and Craft Time, ages 
18 months to 3 years. Because craft set-up is required it is 
important to RSVP to Lindsay at 421-6970!

A Standing Ovation! HOORAY for the Children’s Library 
BOOK WORMS! Busy summer readers have filled the 
branches of the Reading Tree with so many titles that 
the branches are sagging! All should be proud of their 
accomplishments - I know I am!

 Playing, and learning Chinese with Mei Mei Hu

Having a whale of a time with our friend from the Audubon Society of RI

 The summer readers’ Reading Tree

Fall Hours (starting Tuesday, 9/6)
Monday-Thursday - 9am to 7pm
Friday & Saturday - 9am to 5pm

Sunday - 1pm to 5pm

Holiday Closings : Please note: In past years when a holiday 
fell on a Monday we would close on that day and on the 

Sunday holiday eve. Starting this fall we will ONLY close on 
the Monday holiday, 

NOT on the Sunday holiday eve.
Columbus Day - Monday 10/11

Veterans Day - Friday 11/11 (note: NO SALON)
Thanksgiving -Thursday 11/24

Calling all gardening enthusiasts! 
Building and Grounds Fall Cleanups are scheduled for 
Sat 9/24 and Sat 10/22, 9am to noon both days; come for 
whatever time you can spare.  We would love to have 
your help! Please contact Alison Maxell at 401.421.6970 or 
email:amaxell@providenceathenaeum.org.


